Wuka Jazz Festival

Every December, a jozz festival presented by PACOFS of
Loch Logon showooses an encifing |in45u-|:|-nf jazz arfists. The
bestival is o Firm fovourite emang local jozz lovers, and is
gaining a reputation for excellence and quolity enteriain-
ment all ower the counfry.

Rose Festival

The neme Bloemfontein is derived from

Duich, meaning “fountain of Aowers” and

ollegedly referred to the masses of

Howers that grew around a feuntain on a

farm in the area. Today ill, Bloemiontein

tondly known as the “City of Roses®, cele-

brotes its floral cbundance by presenting o

rose festival every Spring. In  October,
enthusiasfic gardeners, professional and amateur, show
off their prize blooms in perfectly breathtaking displays of
roses in full bloom. The display confinues in hundreds of pu-
blic and domestic gardens throughout the summer months.

Bloem Show

This week-long show is the largest agriculiural show in South
Alrica, aftracting visilors and ashibitors from all over the
country as well as from neighbeuwring countries. It offers o
wide voriety of exhibitions ond competifions, ranging from
American thoroughbred horses and other livestock, home
crofts o3 well as industrial and monulecured products.
Daily performances by arfists ond on exensive amusement
park ensure that this show has become a trve family event.

Food and Wine Festival

During March each year the School of Tourism, Hospitality
and Sport ot the Central University of Technalogy in
Bloemfontein presents o very populor Food ond Wine
Festival attended by food and wine lovers from oll over
South Alrica.

For more information about these and other activifies in
Mangoung, confoct:

Tourist Into Office

Tel: 051 405 B489,/90 » Foux: 051 447 J859

Withsite: werw mangaung.co.zo
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EXPLORING MANGAUNG

Some argue that variety is the spice of life. Others view it
as the soul of enjoyment. For those living in or visiting
Mangaung, it is both...

Few other urban areas in South Africa can compete with
Mangaung when it comes to the surprising variety of
activities that is on offer to residents and visitors alike.
Activities that come with artistic, cultural and educational
enrichment. Additionally, the fact that this is a relatively
low risk crime area renowned for its warm hospitality,
unpretentious people and less frenetic lifestyle, makes
Mangaung an ideal destination for those who do not only
want to explore a new environment, but also desire to re-
discover themselves in the process.

Mangaung boasts a wealth of attractions for local residents
and visitors alike. Its rich history spans over more than 150
years and is reflected in the architecture and places of
interest that can be found throughout Bloemfontein,
Thaba Nchu and Botshabelo.
These sites are comple-
mented by a landscape
characterised by rolling
plains and isolated

hills.
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With the large cultural diversity in the Mangaung area,
excellent opportunities exist for the people of this area to
showcase their best at annual festivals and other
celebrations. There is also a range of entertainment events
all year round. Events range from theatre, ballet, opera
and other music productions to art, museum exhibitions
and craft markets. All of this adding spice and soul to
living in and visiting Mangaung.

SHOPPING

As a focal service centre point, Mangaung offers the keen
shopper a wide variety of shopping choices. The Sanlam
Plaza and Middestad Centre in the Bloemfontein CBD host
numerous chain and specialty stores. Street Trader stalls
can be found in the thoroughfare east of the Sanlam Plaza
and Crossroads in Bloemfontein. At these stalls almost
anything from fresh produce to African art and craft can be
purchased. Ample parking is available in the CBD in the
form of metered street parking and several affordable
parking garages.

At the Loch Logan Waterfront, a stone’s throw away from
the Bloemfontein CBD, you will find a range of restaurants,
cinemas and shops. The adjacent Loch Logan, a small
artificial lake, has an island where braai facilities and
picnic sites are offered. The infamous Kloppers retail




centre, a family owned enterprise, is located here. Mimosa
Mall is a well-known and upmarket shopping mall on the
western outskirts of the city centre. It is adjacent to the
Brandwag Shopping Centre Complex. Plans are underway
to combine the two into a shoppers mecca! Other shopping
centres in Bloemfontein include Bloemgate, College Square,
Northridge Mall, Preller Square, the Kenworth Centre and
many more. In Botshabelo you will find the Reahola
Complex and the Shoprite Centre in Thaba Nchu. These
centres add variety to the shopping experience in the area.
Numerous spaza shops and curio stalls throughout
Mangaung likewise provide for a truly African city
atmosphere.

PERFORMING ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

Various performing arts and entertainment activities in
Mangaung are presented by dedicated institutions, such as
the Free State Performing Arts Council (PACOFS), the
drama, art and music departments of the University of the
Free State and the Central University of Technology, and
numerous other cultural, business, welfare, educational
and voluntary organisations in the area.

The Sand du Plessis theatre complex, Civic and
Observatory theatres: Performances in different genres,
from drama, ballet and cabaret to performances of

Scaena, Odeion and Wynand Mouton theatres: These
theatres are situated on the campus of the University of the
Free State and present mostly student productions by the
University's Drama Department.

Jazz clubs: Several clubs in Bloemfontein, Botshabelo and
Thaba Nchu are well known for their warm atmosphere
and quality music. Among them are Moods & Flavours
and Africa Jazz Club.

Musical training: The highly acclaimed Bloemfontein
Children’s Choir acts as an ambassador for Mangaung
both locally and internationally, while the Mangaung String
Programme, a joint project by the Free State University and
the Musicon, offers music tuition to youth from previously
disadvantaged communities.

Thaba Nchu Sun and Naledi Sun: Entertainment, including
a casino, restaurants and musical shows are available at
these luxury hotels. An additional hotel/casino facility of
the same hotel chain is currently under construction in
Bloemfontein.

Restaurants and pubs: Bloemfontein's Waterfront and the
adjacent Westdene area is a hub for dining out — it is home
to a large number of excellent restaurants, coffee shops
and pubs, which offer food, live music and hospitality to
cater for every taste.

Model steam engines: Children and adults alike queue for
rides on model steam trains at Modenso Park in
Bloemfontein on Sunday afternoons.

Cinemas: Film lovers can visit cinema complexes at the
Waterfront, Mimosa Mall and soon the Northridge Centre
which will also house a ten pin bowling facility.

ECO-TOURISM

Some of the eco-tourism opportunities in the Mangaung
area include:

Maria Moroka Game Reserve: This reserve is situated at
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